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Ronald Reagan (1911–2004)

Ronald Reagan was a Hollywood actor who became 
one of the most influential presidents in American 
history. He was famous for his confident smile, 
powerful speeches and ability to make people 
believe in his ideas. Supporters say he helped bring 
the Cold War to an end, while critics argue that 
some of his policies caused serious problems.

Reagan was born in Illinois and started his career as a
radio sports announcer before becoming a film actor. 
He appeared in more than 50 movies, usually playing
the hero, a romantic lead or a tough guy. He was 
never quite a top Hollywood star, but he was good at 
speaking to an audience. Later, he became president 
of the actors’ union and then governor of California. 
In 1980, at the age of 69, he was elected the 40th 
president of the United States.

As president, Reagan believed in lower taxes, less 
government and more freedom for businesses. The 
economy grew during his presidency, but so did the 
national debt. Critics argue that his policies helped 
richer Americans more than poorer ones and 
weakened support for some social programmes.

Reagan was strongly against communism and 
increased American military spending. He famously 
called the Soviet Union an “evil empire”. However,
he later worked with Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev and signed an important nuclear weapons 
treaty in 1987. Reagan played a role in the final years
of the Cold War, although Gorbachev, economic 
problems in the Soviet Union and the courage of 
people in Eastern Europe were also crucial.

His presidency was not without scandal. Members of 
his administration secretly sold weapons to Iran and 
used some of the money to support anti-communist 
rebels in Nicaragua. Reagan said he had not known 
about this part of the operation. The scandal raised 
serious questions about his judgement and control 
over his own government.

Princess Diana (1961–1997)

Princess Diana was one of the most photographed 
women in history. The paparazzi followed her 
everywhere, tabloids eagerly reported on her love 
life, and millions of people felt they knew her 
personally. Yet behind the glamorous image was a 
woman struggling to find happiness in a royal family 
where privacy, duty and appearances often mattered 
more than personal freedom.

Diana was born into an aristocratic British family and 
married Prince Charles in 1981, aged just 20. Their 
wedding was watched by millions, and the young 
princess seemed to have stepped straight into a 
fairy tale. However, the marriage soon became deeply
unhappy. Charles had maintained his relationship with
Camilla Parker Bowles, and both Charles and Diana 
eventually admitted to having affairs. In a sensational 
1995 television interview, Diana spoke openly about 
the infidelity, her emotional struggles and the pressure 
of royal life. The following year, the couple divorced.

Despite her personal difficulties, Diana became a 
powerful advocate for humanitarian causes. At a 
time when many people were frightened of AIDS, she 
shook hands with patients, helping to challenge the 
stigma surrounding the disease. She also supported 
homeless people and campaigned against landmines.
In 1997, she visited Angola and walked through a 
cleared minefield wearing protective equipment, 
drawing international attention to weapons that 
continued to kill and injure civilians long after wars 
had ended.

Diana's relationship with the media was complicated. 
She understood that publicity could help her 
charitable work, but the constant scrutiny of her 
private life was exhausting. After her divorce, she 
tried to build a more independent life, including a 
relationship with Egyptian film producer Dodi Fayed. 
On 31 August 1997, the couple died in a car crash in 
Paris while their car was being pursued by paparazzi. 
Her sudden death at just 36 triggered an 
extraordinary wave of public grief and raised 
serious questions about the press's obsession with 
celebrities.



Ronald Reagan – Third and Mixed Conditionals

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.
1. If Reagan __________ (not become) an actor, he __________ (might / never develop) the public-speaking 
skills that helped him in politics.
2. If Reagan __________ (not win) the 1980 election, the history of the Cold War __________ (might / be) 
different.
3. If Reagan __________ (not increase) military spending, the United States __________ (spend) less money 
on defence during the 1980s.
5. If Reagan __________ (never become) president, he __________ (probably / remember) mainly as a 
Hollywood actor today.
6. If Reagan __________ (not be) so strongly anti-communist, he __________ (might / not become) such an 
important figure during the Cold War.
7. If the members of Reagan’s administration __________ (not sell) weapons to Iran, the government 
__________ (might / avoid) the Iran-Contra scandal.
8. If Reagan __________ (not work) with Gorbachev, international relations __________ (possibly / be) more 
difficult at the end of the 1980s.
9. If Reagan __________ (be) a less confident speaker, he __________ (might / not be) so successful in 
politics.
10. If Reagan __________ (introduce) different economic policies, the gap between rich and poor __________ 
(might / be) smaller today.

Princess Diana – Third and Mixed Conditionals

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.

1. If Diana __________ (not marry) Prince Charles, her life __________ (probably / be) very different.
2. If Charles and Diana __________ (have) a happier marriage, they __________ (might / avoid) some of the 
negative publicity.
3. If Diana __________ (not speak) openly about her personal problems in the 1995 interview, the public 
__________ (not know) so much about her marriage.
4. If Diana __________ (not shake) hands with AIDS patients, she __________ (might / not help) to challenge 
the stigma surrounding the disease.
5. If the paparazzi __________ (not pursue) the car in Paris, Diana and Dodi __________ (might / still be) alive
today.
6. If Diana __________ (live) longer, she __________ (might / continue) her humanitarian work for many 
years.
7. If the media __________ (respect) Diana’s privacy more, her life __________ (possibly / be) less stressful.
8. If Diana __________ (not become) a princess, she __________ (probably / not attract) so much worldwide 
attention.
9. If Diana __________ (be) less famous, she __________ (might / have) more freedom to live a private life.
10. If Diana had not used her fame to support humanitarian causes, she __________ (probably / not be) 
remembered so strongly for her charity work today.



Pontius Pilate (1st century AD)

Pontius Pilate was a Roman governor whose name 
became famous because of one of the most 
important trials in history. As the official 
responsible for law and order in the Roman province 
of Judaea, he had the power to sentence people to 
death. According to the Gospels, he was the man who
ordered Jesus Christ to be crucified. But was he a 
ruthless ruler, a politician trying to avoid trouble, or 
a man who failed to stand up for what he believed 
was right?

Pilate became governor of Judaea around AD 26, 
during the reign of Emperor Tiberius. His job was to 
maintain order, collect taxes and protect Roman 
interests in a region where many people resented 
foreign rule. He regularly clashed with the local 
population, partly because he showed little respect 
for Jewish religious customs. Ancient writers 
describe him as harsh and insensitive, although the 
surviving sources offer only a limited picture of his 
character.

The most famous episode of Pilate’s career was the 
trial of Jesus. According to the Gospels, Jesus was 
accused of presenting himself as a king, which could 
be seen as a threat to Roman authority. Pilate 
questioned him and, in some Gospel accounts, 
appeared reluctant to condemn him. However, 
faced with political pressure and fears of unrest, he 
eventually ordered Jesus to be crucified. The 
familiar story of Pilate washing his hands 
symbolises an attempt to distance himself from 
responsibility for the decision.

Pilate’s own career eventually came to an end after
he violently suppressed an uprising in Samaria. 
He was recalled to Rome around AD 36, but what 
happened to him afterwards is unknown. Later stories
claim that he was exiled or took his own life, but 
these accounts cannot be confirmed. Archaeologists 
have found an inscription bearing his name, 
proving that he was a real historical figure, not 
simply a character from the Bible.

Alexander Dubček (1921–1992)

Imagine living in a country where you cannot 
openly criticise the government, newspapers are 
censored and people are afraid to speak their 
minds. In 1968, Alexander Dubček, a Slovak 
communist politician, tried to change that. He had 
spent years rising through the Communist Party, but
now he wanted to give ordinary people more 
freedom. His vision became known as “socialism 
with a human face”.

For a few extraordinary months, Czechoslovakia 
began to feel different. Censorship was lifted, 
people spoke more openly, and public debate 
flourished. The Prague Spring gave many people 
hope that communism could become more humane. 
But the Soviet Union feared that the country was 
slipping out of its control. In August 1968, Soviet-
led Warsaw Pact troops invaded. For many 
Czechs and Slovaks, the sight of foreign tanks in 
their streets was a shocking end to their hopes.

Dubček was arrested and taken to Moscow. Under 
enormous pressure, he agreed to compromises that
helped the Soviet leadership reverse his reforms. 
Had he refused, would more people have suffered? 
Or did he give up too easily? People still disagree 
about whether he was trying to protect his country 
or surrendering to its oppressors.

In 1969, Dubček lost his position and was expelled 
from the Communist Party. He was pushed out of 
public life and spent years working as a forestry 
technician, watched by the secret police. Then, in 
1989, the Velvet Revolution brought down 
communist rule. Dubček returned to public life and
was welcomed by crowds who remembered the 
hope he had inspired more than twenty years earlier.

Dubček died in 1992, shortly before 
Czechoslovakia split into two independent 
countries. His story is both inspiring and 
frustrating: he dared to challenge a powerful 
system, but he had also helped that system grow and
eventually made compromises with it.



Complete the sentences with the correct form of all the verbs in brackets - 3rd, 2nd, mixed conditionals.

1. If Pilate __________ (refuse) to condemn Jesus, he __________ (risk) losing his position as governor.
2. If Pilate __________ (not give in) to political pressure, he __________ (not order) Jesus’s crucifixion.
3. If Pilate __________ (be) a more decisive man, he __________ (might / act) differently during the trial.
4. If Pilate __________ (not become) governor of Judaea, he __________ (probably / not become) such a 
famous historical figure.
5. If Pilate __________ (stand) by his belief that Jesus was innocent, his reputation today __________ (be) very
different.

1. If Dubček __________ (refuse) to cooperate in Moscow, the Soviet leaders __________ (might / respond) 
even more harshly.
2. If the Soviet Union __________ (not / invade) Czechoslovakia in 1968, the Prague Spring __________ 
(might / change) the country's future.
3. If Dubček __________ (know) that an invasion was coming, he __________ (might / prepare) differently.
4. If the government __________ (not / introduce) reforms, people __________ (not / experience) such a brief 
period of freedom.
5. If Dubček __________ (stand) firm against the Soviet leaders, he __________ (might / become) a more 
controversial figure today.
6. If Dubček __________ (not / become) a communist leader, he __________ (probably / never / have) the 
power to introduce the reforms.
7. If the Soviet leaders __________ (allow) the reforms to continue, Czechoslovakia __________ (might / 
develop) in a very different direction.
8. If Dubček __________ (not / compromise) with Moscow, he __________ (might / lose) his position even 
earlier.

1. If Churchill __________ (not / warn) Britain about Hitler's growing power, the country __________ (might / 
be) less prepared for war.
2. If British leaders __________ (listen) to Churchill earlier, they __________ (might / strengthen) the 
country's defences sooner.
3. If Churchill __________ (accept) Hitler's peace terms in 1940, Britain __________ (might / face) a very 
different future.
4. If Churchill's speeches __________ (not / inspire) the British people, they __________ (might / find) it 
harder to endure the war.
5. If Churchill __________ (not / lose) the 1945 election, post-war Britain __________ (might / develop) 
differently.
6. If Churchill __________ (support) Indian independence, his reputation in South Asia __________ (might / 
be) very different today.
7. If you __________ (be) a British politician in 1940, __________ you __________ (support) Churchill's 
decision to continue fighting?
8. If Churchill __________ (be) alive today, how __________ he __________ (react) to the way history judges 
his legacy?

1. If Pooh __________ (not / love) honey so much, he __________ (not / get) stuck in Rabbit's doorway.

2. If Rabbit __________ (be) more patient with Pooh, their friendship __________ (might / be) less stressful.

3. If Pooh __________ (think) before acting, his friends __________ (not / have) to rescue him so often.

4. If people __________ (spend) more time relaxing like Pooh, they __________ (might / feel) less stressed.



Winston Churchill (1874–1965)

Imagine being prime minister of a country facing Nazi 
Germany when much of Europe has already fallen to 
Hitler. Would you keep fighting, even when defeat 
seemed possible? In May 1940, Winston Churchill took
charge of Britain and became famous for his defiant 
speeches, sharp wit and refusal to give up.

Churchill was no stranger to controversy or failure. 
Born into a wealthy aristocratic family, he became a 
politician in his twenties. In the 1930s, he repeatedly 
warned that Hitler was a growing danger, while 
many other politicians hoped to avoid another war. 
When war came, Churchill's determination to resist 
Nazi Germany helped inspire a nation under attack.

During the Second World War, his speeches gave 
people courage through the Blitz, when German 
bombs fell on British cities. He also worked with 
American president Franklin D. Roosevelt and Soviet 
leader Joseph Stalin to defeat Hitler. But Churchill was 
far from a flawless hero. He strongly supported the 
British Empire and opposed Indian independence. His 
government's response to the Bengal famine of 1943, in
which millions of people died, remains controversial, 
particularly over decisions affecting food supplies 
during the war.

In 1945, just after victory in Europe, Churchill lost the 
general election. After years of war, many voters 
wanted a government focused on jobs, housing and 
healthcare rather than another round of heroic speeches.
He returned as prime minister in 1951 and won the 
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1953 for his historical 
writing and speeches.

Churchill died in 1965 and is still celebrated for 
standing up to Hitler. Yet his legacy looks very different
depending on whose history you are reading. To many, 
he represents courage in the face of fascism; to many
people in former British colonies, his imperial views 
tell a much darker story.

Winnie-the-Pooh (c. 1926–present)
At first glance, Winnie-the-Pooh seems like the last 
bear you would expect to cause controversy. He 
loves honey, enjoys long afternoons with his friends
and rarely worries about anything more complicated
than his next snack. Created by British author A. A. 
Milne, Pooh became one of the world's best-loved 
children's characters. But behind the red shirt and 
the innocent smile, could there be a more 
complicated bear?
Pooh is famous for his simple approach to life. He 
follows his stomach, takes things slowly and doesn't
spend much time worrying about what other people 
think. In a world obsessed with productivity, 
ambition and self-improvement, he almost seems 
like a revolutionary. Why work harder when you 
could sit under a tree with a pot of honey? His fans 
see him as a symbol of kindness, mindfulness and
the freedom to be yourself. His critics, however, 
might call him lazy, self-centred and dangerously 
uninterested in planning ahead.

His friendship with Piglet, Rabbit, Eeyore and the 
others is another reason for his popularity. Pooh is 
usually gentle and accepting, but he can also be 
rather thoughtless. He often gets into trouble 
because he acts before he thinks, and his friends 
sometimes have to rescue him from situations he 
has created himself. Rabbit, in particular, seems to 
spend a great deal of time dealing with the 
consequences of Pooh's decisions. Is Pooh's 
innocence truly charming, or does everyone else 
end up doing the hard work for him?

Then there is his famous love of honey. Pooh's 
appetite regularly gets him into trouble, from 
becoming stuck in Rabbit's doorway to risking his 
own comfort for another pot. Of course, these 
adventures are funny, but they also raise a familiar 
question: when does enjoying life's pleasures 
become a lack of self-control? Perhaps Pooh 
understands something that modern society has 
forgotten—or perhaps he simply needs to learn the 
meaning of “enough”.

Also, Pooh has grown into a global commercial 
brand, appearing on everything from toys to 
clothing. A character who seems to reject 
materialism has become a product sold around the 
world.



Fritz Haber (1868–1934) 

Imagine discovering something that could help feed billions of 
people—and then using your scientific skills to develop 
weapons that kill thousands. Would that make you a hero or a 
criminal? Fritz Haber, a German chemist, spent his life on both 
sides of this extraordinary contradiction.

Born into a Jewish family in Breslau (now Wrocław, in Poland), 
Haber was ambitious, brilliant and fiercely patriotic. In 1909, 
he developed a way of producing ammonia from nitrogen in 
the air. With the help of engineer Carl Bosch (the nephew of 
Robert Bosch, founder of the Bosch engineering and electronics 
company), he turned this discovery into an industrial process. It 
made it possible to produce fertilisers on a huge scale, helping 
farmers grow more food for a rapidly growing world population.
In 1918, Haber received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for this 
work.

But when the First World War broke out, Haber put his talents 
at the service of the German army. He believed science should
help his country win the war. In 1915, he personally supervised
a large-scale German chlorine gas attack at Ypres, Belgium. 
Poisonous gas drifted towards Allied soldiers, causing terrible 
injuries and deaths. Haber believed chemical weapons might 
break the deadlock of trench warfare and help end the conflict 
sooner. Instead, both sides developed more and more deadly 
gases.

Haber’s wife, Clara Immerwahr, was also a chemist. She had 
earned a doctorate at a time when women faced serious barriers 
in science. She was deeply troubled by the direction of her 
husband’s work. In May 1915, shortly after the gas attack at 
Ypres, Clara died by suicide. Her death is often linked to her 
opposition to chemical weapons, but historians do not know all 
the reasons behind it. Haber left for the Eastern Front the 
following day.

After the war, Haber continued his scientific work and received 
international recognition. But his patriotism could not protect 
him from the Nazis. Although he had converted to Christianity
as a young man, the Nazi regime treated him as Jewish because 
of his family background. In 1933, he resigned from his 
institute rather than accept the dismissal of Jewish 
colleagues. He left Germany and died in exile in Switzerland 
the following year.

So, should Fritz Haber be remembered as a scientist whose 
discovery helps feed the world, or as a man who used his genius 
to make warfare more deadly? And can one person deserve both 
admiration and condemnation?



Who said that?  

Match these quotes to the historical (and fictional)  figures from the balloon debate.

(Pontius Pilate, Ronald Reagan, Alexandr Dubček, Winston Churchill, Winnie-the-Pooh, Fritz Haber, Her 
Royal Highness The Princess of Wales, Duchess of Cornwall, Countess of Chester )

“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

“Socialism with a human face.” 

“I am a Bear of Very Little Brain, and long words bother me.” 

“A recession is when your neighbor loses his job. A depression is when you lose yours.” 

 “I am innocent of this man’s blood.” 

“My problem was not having a crystal ball to foresee the Russian invasion.” 

“Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.” 

“There were three of us in this marriage, so it was a bit crowded.” 

“Gas as a weapon is not in the least more cruel than flying pieces of metal…” 

“Democracy is the worst form of Government except for all those other forms that have been tried from time to 

time.” 

“Anywhere I see suffering, that is where I want to be, doing what I can.” 

“I'd like to be a queen of people's hearts, in people's hearts.”

 “I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat.” 

 “I find no guilt in him.” 

 “A day without a friend is like a pot without a single drop of honey left inside.” 

“An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile, hoping it will eat him last.” 

- - - 

Which of these quotes do you find the most inspiring? 

Have you seen films / documentaries about any of these figures?

Which of these historical (or fictional) figures would you most like to meet and what would you ask them? 
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